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If one suffers.........  
Throughout the world people 
worship in secret and in fear for 
their lives. Here are some 
thoughts and prayers for the 
persecuted church prompted by 
a Church of Scotland report 
 

Beaten, harassed, taken to court......that’s the daily risk for millions 
of Christians denied basic religious freedoms. They are looking for 
us to walk with them...on our knees in prayer and on  
our feet in action.     
               

 

“There is no division in the body, but all its different parts have the  
same concern for one another. If one part of the body suffers, all the 
other parts suffer with it;” 1 Corinthians  12: 25-26. 
Father, help us to see the world wide church as one body in Christ. 
We have the freedom to worship you, to read our bibles and to 
proclaim your word, but we know that many millions of our brothers 
and sisters do not have such freedoms.  Instead they suffer 
persecution for their faith. Give us a greater awareness of the 
difficulties they face. Help us to understand the fear they have each 
day of being arrested, imprisoned, taken away from their families or 
family members taken away from them. Help us to understand the 
pain they have in their hearts because they love you but are so 
restricted in professing that love to others. Remove any apathy we 
might have for their suffering because as they suffer we also suffer. 
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 “I was in prison and you visited me…………                   When did 
we see you ...... in prison and visit you? ….Whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers of mine you did for me.”  Mat. 25: 36-
40 
Father we know that from the beginning of your church, many 
Christians have been imprisoned for speaking out and proclaiming 
your word and we thank you for their boldness and example but we 
pray for those at present in prisons across the world because they 
are prepared to risk all they have to serve you. We cannot visit them 
but we pray that you will be their constant companion. May your 
Holy Spirit comfort them in their suffering, may they feel his 
presence with them supporting and sustaining them through the 
difficult times they face. Minister to them and protect them against 
harm and give the opportunities to serve you, even in such 
desperate conditions. What can we do Father? Show us what we 
can do. Help us to know who they are and help us to let them know 
that they are in our prayers. 
 

“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of 
those who are destitute, speak up and judge fairly, defend the rights of 
the poor and needy.” Proverbs 31: 8-9 
Father we are blessed with freedom of speech. We can write letters, 
we can petition governments and world organisations and we can talk 
to people in positions of authority. Help us to use our freedom to 
speak up for those who are persecuted in your name. Help us to know 
what we can do and gives us the means to do it. For the organisations 
who do speak up for them, the Church of Scotland’s World Mission 
Council, Open Doors, Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Release 
International and the others, we pray that you will bless the work they 
do. Give them wisdom and diplomacy to deal with difficult situations, 
give them power when they need to be strong advocates for the 
oppressed and give them strength to work constantly to make a 
difference. 
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“Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.” Romans 
12: 14 
Father, so often we hear of Christians, persecuted for their faith, 
who take time to pray for their persecutors. We pray also for the 
persecutors and we ask that the arm of persecution will be 
weakened and become ineffective. Soften their resolve for the 
tasks they perform and help them to be humane in their treatment 
of their captors. As those being persecuted show your love, even 
in such trying circumstances, we pray that those who work in the 
prisons might, through the witness of your faithful followers come 
to know you.  
Hear our prayer Lord,  
Amen 
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The smell of rain   
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A PERSONAL THANKS TO YOU ALL ON BEHALF OF  
MALAWI HOME-BASED CARE TRUST 

 
I just want to thank the congregation yet once more for continuing to 
support the Bangwe HIV/AIDS project in Blantyre, Malawi. It is continuing 
do well under local leadership now in lending support to the poorest of the 
poor sufferers and their families. Soon I shall be up-dating again the 
information on the wall in the Muir Hall from the Trust website but those of 
you with access to the internet I would encourage to look it up yourselves. 
For some who were not in at the beginning, the project was launched by 
Claire Bowie, wife of Prof. Cam Bowie who became Prof. of Community 
Health with The Univ. of Malawi  
some 12 years ago now.  
Briefly, the project has branched out into additional arms of support where 
specific needs have sprung up. 
The Bangwe project works to relieve suffering of people with chronic 
illness, usually people living with HIV/AIDS, residing in Bangwe, Malawi, 
by providing home based palliative nursing care and support and training 
to carers.  
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The Trust has also set up an Individual Orphan Sponsorship Scheme  with 
feedback to donors – more information on this from m e or the website. 

Overheads are kept to a minimum as The Trust comprises  
The Bowie Family and Friends who are volunteers. 

 

        
   
 
 
 

Evelyn Hope 
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This is a really is a great story   
Mary and her husband Jim had a dog named 
'Lucky.' Lucky was a real character.   
 

Whenever Mary and Jim had company come 
for a weekend visit they would warn their 
friends to not leave their luggage open 
because Lucky would help himself to whatever 
struck his fancy. Inevitably, someone would 

forget and something would come up missing. 
While she had slept, the sorrowing dog had made tri p after trip to 
the basement bringing his beloved mistress all his favourite things in 
life. 
Mary or Jim would go to Lucky's toy box in the base ment and there 
the treasure would be, amid all of Lucky's other fa vourite toys. 
Lucky always stashed his finds in his toy box and h e was very 
particular that his toys stay in the box. 
It happened that Mary found out she had breast canc er. 
Something told her she was going to die of this dis ease......in fact; 
she was just sure it was fatal. 
She scheduled the double mastectomy, fear riding he r shoulders. 
The night before she was to go to the hospital she cuddled with 
Lucky. A thought struck her....what would happen to  Lucky? 
Although the three-year-old dog liked Jim, he was M ary's dog 
through and through. 
If I die, Lucky will be abandoned, Mary thought. He  won't 
understand that I didn't want to leave him! The tho ught made her 
sadder than thinking of her own death. 
The double mastectomy was harder on Mary than her d octors had 
anticipated and Mary was hospitalized for over two weeks. Jim 
took Lucky for his evening walk faithfully, but the  little dog just 
drooped, whining and miserable. 
Finally the day came for Mary to leave the hospital . When she 
arrived home, Mary was so exhausted she couldn't ev en make it up 
the steps to her bedroom. Jim made his wife comfort able on the 
couch and left her to nap.  
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Lucky stood watching Mary but he didn't come to her  when she 
called. It made Mary sad but sleep soon overcame he r and she 
dozed. 
When Mary woke for a second she couldn't understand  what was 
wrong. She couldn't move her head and her body felt  heavy and 
hot. But panic soon gave way to laughter when Mary realized the 
problem. She was covered, literally blanketed, with  every treasure 
Lucky owned!  
While she had slept, the sorrowing dog had made tri p after trip to 
the basement bringing his beloved mistress all his favourite things in 
life. 
 
He had covered her with his love.  
Mary forgot about dying. Instead she and Lucky bega n living 
again, walking further and further together every d ay. It's been 12 
years now and Mary is still cancer-free, and Lucky?   
He still steals treasures and stashes them in his t oy box but Mary 
remains his greatest treasure.  
Remember.....live every day to the fullest. Each mi nute is a blessing 
from God. And never forget....the people who make a  difference 
in our lives are not the ones with the most credent ials, the most 
money, or the most awards. They are the ones that c are for us. 
If you see someone without a smile today give them one of yours! 
Live simply. Love seriously. Care deeply. Speak kin dly. Leave the 
rest to God. 
 
Sent by Jim Sommerville 
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